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"Saturation W/S" is the category for bulk mail distribution designated by the Post Office as the 
most cost-effective way of organizing your materials.  If you sort your print by "Saturation W/S" 
before taking it to the Post Office, your costs are greatly reduced.  The designation means that 
the print is to go to every address ("saturation") and that it is sorted in the order that it will be 
delivered ("walk sequence).  Let's say you're sending direct mail to the 700 block of Boulevard 
Street.  The sequence may read something like this:  700, 700-A, 702, 704-Apt. 1, 704-Apt. 2, 
706-A, 706-B, 708-101, 708-102, 708-201, 708-202, 710, 709-B, 709-A, 707, etc.  The mapping 
sequence makes perfect sense for the carrier who gets out of his vehicle in front of 700 
Boulevard Street and returns to it after delivering to 701, across the street.  For someone not 
familiar with the route, with the context in which the map is used, the sequence may seem odd, 
even random.  But, for the mailman, any other mapping sequence would require that he cover 
some of the same territory more than once, delivering nothing after his initial pass.  For 
someone not concerned with the efficient performance of a specific task, however, many other 
mapping sequences might be imagined.  You might zig-zag from 700 to 701 to 702 etc, or start 
by visiting only the various apartments designated by the letter 'A', then proceed to the 'B's, then 
to the numbered apartments, etc, on and on.  If you had enough time, and found the block 
interesting enough, it might be enjoyable to imagine all the possible routes you could take 
among its various buildings, and then to explore each one.  You would arrive, finally, at a 
mapping sequence of your own, drawn perhaps in numerous colors, which would describe the 
range of possibile sequences available for exploring the territory.  Only one of these could be 
designated as "most cost-effective" or "most efficient".  You would have "wasted" a lot of time 
and energy, at least by some standards, but you would be familiar with patterns and details 
which a system such as "Saturation, Walk Sequence" is specifically designed to exclude.  And it 
is unlikely that anyone else exploring the same territory would arrive at precisely the same 
pattern of overlapping sequences.  Such a project might reveal some of the complexities of the 
700 block of Boulevard Street, might lead you to question some of your habitual behavoirs and 
perceptions, but it will only serve as a hindrance if you are attempting to efficiently disseminate 
the printed results of someone's marketing strategy. 


